
It calls for 
changes that will 

improve all of 
our lives

Hey, what are all 
those people Doing?

they’re delivering 
a very important 

document to their 
government
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Because free-market fundamentalism has 
FAILED! The world’s powerful financial 
and business leaders (and their friends 
in government) have been preaching 
that globalization and policies like free 
trade, privatization and down-sized government 
would make our economies grow and help the poor. 
 
What has happened over the last 30 years is the 
opposite. Where there has been economic growth, it 
has been jobless growth. Millions of working men and 
women have been forced into unemployment, pushed 
into poverty, battered by bad working conditions and 
labour “flexibility”. Farmers have been forced to abandon 
their land because they can no longer make a living. 
Social programs have been slashed. And all through the 
Americas — both within and between countries — the 
gap between rich and poor has grown.

well, let’s 
go take a look 

at what the 
platform
calls for. 

why do we need it? 

workers across the hemisphere have 

had enough. we demand a better world 

with decent work* and sustainable 

development**!! 

The Platform is a broad range of actions 
governments of the Americas can take to create 
healthy economies based on full employment and 
social and economic justice for all.

The Platform was developed by labour and civil society 
organizations across the entire hemisphere. People of 
many cultures and backgrounds worked on it together, 
discussing, debating, and building 
democratic consensus.

Who created the platform?

Wow! 
So it really 

represents the 
desires of a lot 

of people.

No kidding,
like the 

majority of 
people in the 
hemisphere!!

it’s 
called...

cool!
what’s it 
called?

what is the platform? 

how will the platform help us?

yeah!

we 
declare...

work that’s productive and generates an adequate income, has 

adequate social protection, and where workers’ rights are protected.

does not only look at economic growth and development but also takes 

into account environmental and social issues

*

**



Real Democracy... 
with real Citizen 
Participation!

 
the platform calls on 
all governments to be 
much more responsive 

to people’s needs

sounds 
like a good 

idea.

yeah, it’s 
about time.

We’re calling for government policies that 
respect everyone’s human rights. We want 
social justice for all, and we want to get rid of 
all forms of discrimination. No one should be left 
behind — and that means getting rid of poverty!

Women in many parts of the Americas have been ignored 
for too long, and that must change. But just creating 
a few programs aimed at improving women’s lives is not 
enough.  

We must ensure no man, woman or 
child is excluded from our societies. 

All policies and budgets, whether in 
governments or other organizations, 
must be made with women’s concerns 
in mind. 

We call this making policies “from a gender 
perspective”

pro-active Governments      
   for a change

Governments must play an active 
role in developing society and the 
economy. Just doing favours for 
business is not enough.

They should dedicate themselves to making 
sound public policies, and economic policies 
that help create decent work for all citizens.
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Hey! would 
you mind doing 

something besides  
just protecting 

Corporate 
Rights?!!

We need more opportunities for citizens 
to participate in decision-making — locally, 
nationally, sub-regionally and regionally.

Decisions that effect the lives of 
millions of people should NEVER be 
made behind closed doors and 
only among government and 
business leaders. Important 
international decisions 
should be approved or 
rejected by the citizens 
affected. And, we need more 
women decision-makers in 
all governments, as well as 
organizations like unions.   

POLICY

Equal
opportuni

ty

Unpaid
labour 

No violence!Reproductive 
rights

For the people, by the people!

women’s concerns in all policies

leave no-one behind



ALL POLiCiES must LEAD TO DECENT JOBS

Governments must 
coordinate all policies so 
they work well together 
for full employment. 

economic
measures 

Think of it as one of those airport scanners. . . Government officials peer inside policy bags to look for things that are bad for job creation.

Many poorer countries have been crushed by foreign 
debt for decades. They can’t fight poverty, create good 
jobs for everyone or develop sustainable economies 
while they are virtual slaves to foreign banks.

Banks and lending 
institutions must share 
in the responsibility for 
the bad debts they 
authorized.

Most of the foreign debt is 
illegitimate and unfair. Debts owed by 
the poorest countries to the richest 
ones should be cancelled now!

hey!! pay
us the interest
on your debts 

poor 
countries 

could do so 
much more for 
their people if 
we could only 

abolish the 
debt

slavery!!

Governments shouldn’t just sit back and tinker with things like 
interest rates. Productive economies need hands-on government 
action in the right places. They should encourage investments 
that are productive, and prevent the ones that only suck money 
and resources out of our economies. And, they should provide 
good public services for all. 

Investment and economic priorities

Governments should focus on productive investments, 
and making sure foreign investors respect national laws. 

They should make sure foreign investors respect workers’ 
rights and obey national laws. And that means obeying the 
decisions of the courts. 
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workers are 
calling for changes 

to the way our 
economies are run 

— changes that will 
lead to good jobs 

for everyone.

guilty, 
your 

honour

Cancel the worst foreign debt

Governments should look 
closely at all policies to 
do with the economy and 
ask the question: “Does 
this lead to better jobs 
and full employment?” 
And if it doesn’t, they 
should fix the policy.

first!!

Oops, problem. 
We’re gonna have 

to open this 
one up.

you stand 
accused of 

violating our 
national labour 

laws and 
polluting our 
environment. 
How do you 

plead?
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Governments must follow good 
“fiscal policies”. 

Governments can help build 
links among local producers and 
distributors who provide the goods 
and services local people need to 
survive. When local regions become 
more self-sufficient, they become 
less vulnerable to damage from the 
international profit-making machine 
of globalization. 

Governments should provide support and protection 
for networks of small, local producers 
and distributors. 

Can’t you see 
they don’t
need you?

The income and wealth gap is growing 
in all of the countries of the Americas, 
including the rich countries. Right across 
the hemisphere we see more billionaires 
and many more poor people. Not only is 

this unfair, it’s unproductive.

Let’s take a 
closer look at 
this last one, 
“tax reform”

REVENUE spending

job
creation

economic
development

education

public
services

infrastructure
Research & development

individual
taxes

Corporate
    taxes

and

tax and spend... 
it’s not a crime

Local is where it’s at!

share the wealth!!

Full employment    Make sure everyone has work.

Living wages    Make sure every job pays           
enough to cover basic needs.

Universal unemployment insurance    Make sure 
everyone who loses their job has some money         
to live on while they look for another job.

Public Services    Provide universal health care, 
education, and other services so poor and working 
people can benefit too.

Reduction of the work week    Knock a couple of 
hours off the work week, and you’ve got enough 
work to go around for everyone! 

Tax reform    Make sure people and corporations 
are taxed fairly. The richer you are the more you 
pay, and the poorest shouldn’t be taxed at all.

Governments must help redistribute 
society’s wealth more fairly by focussing 
on the needs of workers.

so strong 
local development 

equals independence 
from globalization. 

cool!

That’s where governments use their powers 
to collect taxes and spend the money on 
things that help the economy. Taxes should be 
“progressive”. Progressive taxation means the 
more you earn, the more you pay. Wealthier 
people can afford it. By using the tax money to 
pay for things that benefit society at large, 
governments help spread society’s wealth 
around, and that creates a healthy, productive 
economy.

STOP!!
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governments... 
show some muscle!

Governments need to get 
control over the market, and 
find ways to raise funds to 
meet the needs of citizens.  

Governments have a responsibility to work 
for the benefit of citizens. But these days, 
many have their hands tied by right-wing 
political and economic forces that only suck 
money out of poor economies and keep 
people in poverty.      

A good start would be to get corporations 
and wealthy individuals to stop sneaking 
their way out of paying taxes and 
royalties. The Organization of American 
States can do their bit to help shut 
down tax havens in the Americas.

don’t just 
stand there,
you’re the 

government! 
please do 
something 

to stop this 
robbery!! 

Each country must support its small, 
independent farmers, and they should do 
it as part of a larger plan for becoming 
self-sufficient in food.

wait!! 
don’t go!!
what do you 
need? cash? 

land? legislated 
protection against 

the vagaries of 
international 
commodity
markets? 

governments 
need to find a 
way to unplug 
that vacuum 

cleaner!

In recent years 
governments have 
privatized everything 
from phone companies, 
to city water systems, 
to hospitals. Sure, 
privatization has meant 
big profits for the 
companies involved. But 
most citizens have 
not benefited. Often, 
the service is poorer 
while user fees make 
it too expensive. Poor 
people end up having 
less access to vital 
services. 

privatizations: have they really been worth it?
Governments and interna-
tional development banks 
should take a good hard look 
at all of the privatizations 
they’ve been involved in.

In each case, they should ask: Has it 
benefited the economy? Has it benefited 
people? Has it given too much control 
to profit makers? Was any corruption 
involved? If there’s been no benefit to 
society, they should fix it. 

It’s perfectly simple. 
Pay your bills and we’ll 

turn your water 
back on.

Maybe this one wasn’t 
such a good idea.

Lousy.

The people who know how to produce our food are 
disappearing! All over the Americas, family farming is in 
decline. Small farmers have been pushed off their land 
by the practices of giant transnational agribusiness 
corporations, by falling world commodity 
prices, and by free trade which favours large 
corporations. As more and more farmers 
give up, communities all over the hemisphere 
are becoming less able to meet their own 
food needs, and more dependent on food 
imports and big corporations. 

Support for family farming
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There are plenty 
of guidelines 
companies 
can follow 
to make sure 
they’re doing 
the right thing. None 
of them are compulsory 
— but they should be!!  
Governments must find ways to ensure 
that business lives up to these “voluntary” 
international regulations.

Big business must cooperate 
Too often companies just do whatever they 
want, ignoring their impacts on people and 
communities. They are anti-union, they 
pollute the water people drink and the 
air people breath, they avoid paying 
taxes, they pay workers 
poverty wages, and 
sometimes they 
just take their 
profits and leave 
town! Globalization and 
free trade have allowed 
big companies to get away 
with this behaviour.  

Companies must fulfill their social 
responsibilities, and contribute to 
sustainable development.

jobs for women, and youth

no more child labour!!

We need programs that help women get jobs, and 
ensure their equality in the workplace and society. 
We also need policies to help youths get good jobs 
— but not at the expense of older workers!

We need serious government policies 
to stop all kinds of child exploitation.

Governments can do 
this by making sure all 
children have the right 
to free public education 
from pre-school on 
— and by making sure 
their parents have 
decent work.

No one should 
ever feel 
desperate 
enough to have 
to send their 
children to work!

It’s high time women were guaranteed equality when 
it comes to work. How do we ensure women have 

equal opportunities? Creating 
public child care programs would 

be a good start. Getting 
men to share in family 

responsibilities 
would be 
another.

Governments should guarantee 
access to free, public education 
and job training for everyone. 

life-long learning

A good public education helps people become 
informed citizens, and job training helps people 
get the skills they need to work in a modern 
economy.

hemispheric funds

We need to set up international funds 
to help regions that are struggling to 
develop. Some funds can be organized 
to cover the whole hemisphere, 
while others can be organized 
within sub-regions. Funds can be 
used to help poorer areas build 
infrastructure, eliminate hunger, 
provide job training and good 
public health care, and combat 
pandemics such as HIV AIDS 
— just to name a few.

Rich countries and regions have a duty to help the 
poorest ones, and they can do so through special 
hemispheric funds. 



the 
platform 
also calls 

for policies 
that promote 

social and 
labour rights. 

Here are a 
few... 

Social and 
labour rights

WOW!! 
that’s quite a list of 
things governments 

need to get busy 
with!!

Hang on, 
there’s 
more...
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Governments must 
strictly enforce their 
national labour laws. 
And, they should work 
to IMPROVE the laws 
so workers have all 
the protections they 
need.  

enforce the law!

Strong unions promote 
workers rights — and lead 
to a healthy democracy.  

unions and 
collective 
bargaining 

End discrimination!

As we have seen, the Platform calls on governments 
to work in all kinds of ways toward the creation 
of jobs, so everyone can have work. But, a 
job without adequate pay or safe working 
conditions does not make DECENT work.

Governments must work with labour 
organizations to come up with ways to 
strengthen the collective bargaining process.

All people should be guaranteed 
the right NOT to have to migrate. 
But for those who have migrated, 
they need to have their human 
rights protected.   

Excuse me sir, 
forced overtime 
without pay is a 

violation of our 
national labour 

laws!!

It’s government’s responsibility 
to guarantee social and economic 
protection for all citizens.

universal social safety nets
Social security is a human right — that means protection 
from economic losses due to health problems, old age, or 
lack of work. Yet millions of people across the Americas 
are not protected. This is a crisis in our economies. Some 
programs have been cut, others privatized, while others 
never existed at all.

thank
goodness our 
taxes are being 

put to good 
use!

We need strong anti-
discrimination policies, 
and these should be 
enforced by special 
sub-regional boards.

No one should face discrimination 
in the workplace — or when they’re 
trying to find work. Shutting 
people out based on gender, race, 
sexual orientation, culture or 
nationality is wrong. 

WHY CAN’T I 
APPLY for the 
job? look, I’m 

qualified!

freedom to migrate - or not!
Tens of millions of poor workers across 
the Americas are forced to migrate in 
search of work. They are pushed from 
their homes or their farms by poverty 

and desperation, and many end up 
in the slums surrounding the 

big cities.
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WOW!! 
this Platform 

could really make 
a difference in the 
lives of millions 
of people in the 

americas!!

making the 
platform a 
reality

Designed, written and illustrated by Tony Biddle.

Copyright © 2006, Tony Biddle              For information on Tony’s illustrated educational materials visit www.perfectworlddesign.ca                

Labour’s Platform for the Americas to promote Decent Employment for Sustainable Development is a project carried out 
with the fi nancial support of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). 

get the platform

Absolutely. 
But making it 
a reality is 
going to be 
hard work.

we can’t 
just sit around 

and wait for 
governments and 
business to pay 

attention.

This document is just a brief introduction 
to Labour’s Platform for the Americas. The 
full Platform document contains much more 
information, and we encourage everyone to 
read it. To get copies of the Platform visit 
one of the following web sites:

For copies in English:
http://www.csa-csi.org/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=21&
Itemid=181&lang=es
For copies in French:
http://congresdutravail.ca/index.php/labours_platform_for?language=fr
For copies in Spanish:
http://www.csa-csi.org/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=183&
Itemid=181&lang=es
For copies in Portuguese:
http://www.csa-csi.org/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=66&
Itemid=181&lang=es

a follow-up
plan
Over the coming 
years, labour 
organizations will 
be working with 
each other and 
with citizens’ groups, 
regionally and sub-
regionally, on ways to 
implement the Platform’s 
goals. Groups across the 
hemisphere will keep track of 
things like inequality, poverty, 
unemployment, informal employment, 
gender equality, child labour, and 
the Gender Development Index (UNDP). 
Participants will meet in yearly forums to discuss how the 
implementation is going, and what more needs to be done.

we need strong unions
The Platform will have teeth only if it is “owned” 
by activists at different levels. Use it as a tool 
to organize working people in both the formal 
and informal sectors and to get active on 
public policy issues from job creation to energy, 
privatization to health care.

we Can 
bring social and 
economic justice 

to all of the 
Americas!!

Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (TUCA)  •  www.csa-csi.org
Canadian Labour Congress (CLC)  •  www.clc-ctc.ca

Southern Cone Union Coordination (CCSCS)  •  www.ccscs.org
Andean Labour Consultative Council (CCLA)  •  www.ccla.org.pe
Central America and Caribbean Union Coordination (CCSCAC) 

Caribbean Congress of Labour (CCL) 

Central labour bodies of Mexico and the United States

With the support of the Global Policy Network (GPN)  •  www.gpn.org
  

Labour’s Platform for the Americas is a policy proposal developed by the union movement of the hemisphere 
with representatives from the following organizations:

Based on the full text of Labour’s Platform for the Americas. Published by the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (TUCA).


